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General Marking Guidance  
 
 

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment .  Examiners must  
mark the f irst  candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark 
the last .  

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be 
rewarded for what  they have shown they can do rather than 
penalised for omissions.  

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  
according to their percept ion of where the grade boundaries may 
lie.  

• There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately.  

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if  deserved, i.e. if  the 
answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 
prepared to award zero marks if  the candidate’ s response is not  
worthy of credit  according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some j udgement  is required, mark schemes will provide 
the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplif icat ion may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’ s response, the team leader must  be 
consulted. 

• Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 
replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 



 

Assessm en t  cr i t er ia  

 

Assesm ent  cr iter ia reflects the standards expected for I GCSEs. I t  will 

therefore not  be necessary for candidates to perform  ‘perfect ly’ in order to 

at t ract  the highest  m arks available in each assessm ent  cr iter ia gr id. 

References to ‘standard’ should be interpreted in this context .  

 

Maj o r  er r o r s 

 

These m ay include, for exam ple, the consistent  m ism atching of subject  and 

verb form s, use of inappropriate tenses and/ or incorrect  vocabulary.  

 

Min or  er r o r s 

 

These m ay include, for exam ple, the occasional om ission of accents, 

incorrect  gender, art icle, slight  spelling errors.  

 

Aw ar d in g  m ar k s 

 

Marks are awarded posit ively using the following assessm ent  cr iter ia gr ids. 

The m ark awarded reflects the extent  to which the task as a whole has been 

successfully com m unicated and com pleted. To determ ine if a candidate 

should fain the upper or lower num ber of m arks in the box, it  is im portant  

to refer to the boxes and above and below. I f the candidate’s peform ance 

borders m ore on the perform ance of the box below than the box above, 

then the lower m ark is allocated. On certain occasions, a candidate’s 

perform ance m ay require a ‘best  fit ’ m ark. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Quest ion  

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

1  Sen t en ces t est in g  g r am m at ica l  k n ow led g e

  

This part  of the paper is m arked out  of fifteen. 

 

2  m arks per sentence    

  2  X 5  =  1 0  m ar k s  

 

Deduct  ½  m ark for each m inor error.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 ( 1 5 )  
 
Quest ion 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(a) எ வள  க னமாக ரேம   ய சி 
ெச தா   ேர  அவைன எ ெபா  

ெச  வ ைளயா   ேதா க தா . 

(2) 

 
Quest ion 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(b) என  சேகாதர  ஒ ேபா  ெஜ மன  

ெச றதி ைல, இ ப   அவ  மிக 

ந றாக ெஜ ம  ேப கிறா . 

(2) 

 
Quest ion 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(c) ெபா கைள நீ க  உடேன தராவ டா  

நா  பண  ெச த மா ேட . 
 

(2) 

 
Quest ion 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(d) நீ ேகாrய ராவ டா  உன  த ைத அவைன 

அைழ தி க மா டா . 

(2) 

 
Quest ion 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(e) ேபா வர  ெநrசலி  அவ  

மா ெகா ராவ டா  இ ேநர  அவ  

இ ேக இ பா . 

(2) 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Qu est ion  2  –  Tr an sla t ion  in t o  [ lan g u ag e]  

 

Marks are awarded for t ransm ission and quality of language, using the 

following assessm ent  cr iter ia gr ids.  

 

Transm ission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransm it ted successfully with som e very 

st raight forward sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is often 

incom prehensible. Com m unicat ion is frequent ly im paired.  

 

1-3 

Only the m ore st raight forward and concrete points are t ransm it ted 

successfully. Very lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom . Several 

sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is incoherent  with com m unicat ion 

im paired at  t im es.  

 

4-6 

 

The m ain points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully 

for the m ost  part , although problem s are encountered with m ore com plex 

language. I nference, nuance and idiom  t ransm it ted successfully on 

occasions. Som e passages m isunderstood and at tem pts at  rephrasing only 

part ially successful. The style is not  always coherent .  

 

7-9 

A generally very com petent  rendering of the or iginal text  with grasp of m ost  

detail,  nuance and idiom . Som e passages, usually m ore com plex, 

m isinterpreted. Som e successful at tem pts at  rephrasing. The style is 

generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransm ission skills with clear grasp of detail.  Excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom . Pleasant  to read. 
13-15 

 

 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. 

No awareness of tense concept / t im e sequence. Large sect ions totally 

m isunderstood. Com m unicat ion im paired. Very lit t le worthy of credit . 

 

1-2 

Som e inaccuracies in basic gram m ar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually 

short  and st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task rest r icted with som e often quite basic item s 

unknown. At  t im es som e fair ly basic problem s with tense concept / t im e 

sequence. Use of given adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases occasionally 

evident , though these are likely to be only part ially successful. Often quite 

diff icult  to follow.  

 

3-4 

 

Largely accurate when using sim ple, short  phrases:  incidence of error 

increases in m ore com plex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the 

task tend to be adequate, with several item s unknown. Som e use of given 

adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with som e degree of success. About  half 

of what  is writ ten should be free of m ajor errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 

5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall,  however with occasional basic errors, 

usually in m ore com plex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t im e 

sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  

to read for the m ost  part . 

7-8 



 

A very high level of accuracy with only m inor errors. Confident  use of a wide 

range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of 

tense concept / t im e sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall,  although not  

necessar ily fault less.  

9-10 

 
 
 

Quest ion 
Number 

Answer Mark 

2 ந ல வா ைக  பாைத 

ெச ல ப ராண கைள ைவ ெகா த , சிவ  ஒய ைன 

அ த  ம  மகி சியான மணவா ைக ேபா றைவ   

நீ ட ஆ ைள வ ள வத கான சில காரண களாக  

றி ப ட ப கி றன. இய பாகேவ மகி வா த 

மனநிைலைய  ெகா க ேவ ெம ப  இத கான ஒ  

சிற த வ ள கமாக அைமகிற .  

 

சகஜமான, ம றவ க ட  கல  பழ கிற, சிr  ேப  

மனத க , மன  கல க ள மனத கைள வ ட த  

கால  வா கிறா க   எ  ஆரா சிக  ெதrவ கி றன. 

வா ைகைய  றி  ந லவ தமான 

மேனாபாவ ளவ க  ஒ  ெபrய ச க வைல ப னலி  

அ க  வகி பேதா , உண சிகைள  

ைவ ெகா ளாம  தய கமி றி ெவள ப கி றன . 

 

தனமனத ணாதிசய க  மா ற பட யா  

எ றேபாதி ,  அைமதியானவ க ட  த க  

இ க ைத  ைற க உத  வைகய  உ சாகமான 

மனநிைலய  மதி கைள  சி  வயதிலி ேத 
க ெகா ப  சா திய தா . ஒ வ  த ைன ப றி 
ஆேரா கியமான வழிகள  எ ண பா க ேவ . இ  

க ெபற ப  ஒ  திறைமதாேன தவ ர அதி ட  வா த 

ஒ  சில  ம  ப ற ப ேலேய உட  வா க ெப ற ஒ  

வ ஷயம ல. 

 

 நீ க  உ க  வா ைகைய ப றி ந லவ தமாக 

உண வத  உத  ஆேலாசைனக  சில : ( i) உ கள  

பலவனீ ைத ஒ ெகா க , ii) க பைத நி தாதீ க , (iii) 

எைத  எதி பா காதீ க , iv) உ களடேம நீ க  ெபா  

ெசா லாதீ க , (v) கட தகால தி  வாழாதீ க , vi) எைத 

 
 

(25) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 

நீ க  வள க வ கிறீ கேளா அத  ஊ டமள க . 

(Vii) வா ைக மதான ந ப ைகைய இழ வ டாதீ க . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Qu est ion  3 –  Tr an sla t ion  in t o  En g l i sh   

 

Marks are awarded for t ransm ission and quality of language, using the 

following assessm ent  cr iter ia gr ids.  

 

Transm ission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransm it ted successfully with som e very 

st raight forward sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is often 

incom prehensible. Com m unicat ion is frequent ly im paired.  

 

1-3 

Only the m ore st raight forward and concrete points are t ransm it ted 

successfully. Very lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom . Several 

sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is incoherent  with com m unicat ion 

im paired at  t im es.  

 

4-6 

 

The m ain points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully 

for the m ost  part , although problem s are encountered with m ore com plex 

language. I nference, nuance and idiom  t ransm it ted successfully on 

occasions. Som e passages m isunderstood and at tem pts at  rephrasing only 

part ially successful. The style is not  always coherent .  

 

7-9 

A generally very com petent  rendering of the or iginal text  with grasp of m ost  

detail,  nuance and idiom . Som e passages, usually m ore com plex, 

m isinterpreted. Som e successful at tem pts at  rephrasing. The style is 

generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransm ission skills with clear grasp of detail.  Excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom . Pleasant  to read. 
13-15 

 

 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. 

No awareness of tense concept / t im e sequence. Large sect ions totally 

m isunderstood. Com m unicat ion im paired. Very lit t le worthy of credit . 

 

1-2 

Som e inaccuracies in basic gram m ar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually 

short  and st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task rest r icted with som e often quite basic item s 

unknown. At  t im es som e fair ly basic problem s with tense concept / t im e 

sequence. Use of given adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases occasionally 

evident , though these are likely to be only part ially successful. Often quite 

diff icult  to follow.  

 

3-4 

 



 

Largely accurate when using sim ple, short  phrases:  incidence of error 

increases in m ore com plex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the 

task tend to be adequate, with several item s unknown. Som e use of given 

adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with som e degree of success. About  half 

of what  is writ ten should be free of m ajor errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 

5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall,  however with occasional basic errors, 

usually in m ore com plex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t im e 

sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  

to read for the m ost  part . 

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only m inor errors. Confident  use of a wide 

range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of 

tense concept / t im e sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall,  although not  

necessar ily fault less.  

9-10 

 

 

 

Quest ion 

Num ber 

Answer Mark 

3  Fo r est s an d  t h e i r  Uses 

 

Forests are useful to us in m any ways. We get  t im ber and 

firewood from  the forests. We use t im ber to build houses and to 

m ake ships and railway garages. 

 

Forests have m any indirect  uses to us. They prom ote the rainfall 

of an area. They preserve the soil and m oisture. They protect  

villages from  hot  and cold winds. 

 

Only the forests in a count ry protect  the anim als, plants, 

creepers and t rees that  have them  as their  habitats, from  

degenerat ion. I t  is a great  harm  that  people do to the future 

generat ions by dest roying the forests for their  tem porary needs. 

 

A reforestat ion project  was undertaken in I ndonesia, in order to 

protect  nature and the environm ent . Thanks to this project , the 

wilderness once known to be deserts had turned out  into  

beaut iful woods ( forests) . The sugar palm  t rees here have, 

apart  from  cooling the surroundings, given job opportunit ies to 

the people liv ing in that  area,  in the product ion of palm  sugar. 

 

(25) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Qu est ion  4  –  W r i t in g  ( 3 5  m ar k s)  
 

Marks are awarded for com m u n icat ion  an d  con t en t  and q u al i t y  o f  

lan g u ag e ,  using the following assessm ent  gr id.   
 
 

Com m unicat ion and content  Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Task generally m isunderstood with lit t le relevant  inform at ion conveyed. Much 

am biguity,  confusion and om ission. Level of response m inim al with only a few 

relevant  phrases. Com m unicat ion largely im paired. Tim e sequences rarely correct . 

Largely incom prehensible with the except ion of isolated item s. Very difficult  to 

read.  

 

1-4 

Main points of the task understood but  som e points totally m isunderstood. Som e 

m ajor om issions with a degree of irrelevance and/ or repet it ion. Level of response 

fair ly lim ited with lit t le opinion and just ificat ion appropriate to the task. Funct ions 

predom inant ly in sim ple, concrete sentences for the m ost  part . Som e evidence of 

correct  t im e sequences but  m ost ly inconsistent  and insecure. Just  about  

com prehensible overall with, however, a m arked degree of am biguity. Not  easy to 

read. 

 

 5-8 

 

Major ity of task com pleted, however, with som e significant  om issions. There m ay 

be som e irrelevance. Goes beyond a m inim al response with som e expansion of 

ideas and st raight forward opinion relevant  to the task. Tim e sequences show a 

degree of am biguity at  t im es. Com prehensible overall with som e at tem pt  to link 

the piece into a coherent  whole. Am biguous in places especially in m ore am bit ious 

language. Tends to be som ewhat  predictable.  

 

9-12 

Responds to nearly all of the task although there m ay be som e om issions. Som e 

relevant  expansion at  t im es. Provides evidence of descr ipt ion, narrat ion and 

opinion as appropriate to the task. Tim e sequences generally sound with occasional 

lapses. A generally well st ructured piece of writ ing. A sound at tem pt  overall to link 

the piece into a coherent  whole with, however, som e lapses. May be a lit t le 

pedest r ian and predictable or som ewhat  over-am bit ious at  t im es.  

13-16 

Responds fully and appropriately to the st im ulus with excellent  and relevant  

expansion. Gives detailed descript ions, expresses and just ifies opinions as 

appropriate to the task. The t im e sequence is clear and unam biguous. A coherent  

piece of wr it ing which is pleasant  to read.  

17-20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A high level of inaccuracy with very frequent  and basic errors in gram m ar, syntax 

and m orphology. There m ay be the occasional correct  phrase. No awareness of 

tense concept / t im e reference. Vocabulary very basic with lit t le of no evidence of 

correct  use of basic st ructures. Com m unicat ion is severely im paired overall.  

Ext rem ely difficult  to read. 

 

1-3 

Accuracy is inconsistent  with frequent  basic errors in gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Sim ple, short  sentences are som et im es correct , but  very lit t le 

beyond. Range of vocabulary and st ructure very lim ited. Use of tense concept / t im e 

reference lim ited and often inappropriate. Lim ited success in at tem pts at  

enhancem ent  of fact  with adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases. Not  easy to read.  

 

 4-6 

 

Fair ly accurate in sim ple language, however tends to be inconsistent  in applicat ion 

of gram m ar, syntax and m orphology when at tem pt ing m ore com plex language. 

Range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure standard and som ewhat  predictable. 

Som e inconsistency in use of tense concept / t im e reference. Som e at tem pts at  

subordinat ion and sentence linking which are only part ially successful. At tem pts 

enhancem ent  of fact  with adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with m oderate 

success. About  half of what  is writ ten should be free of m ajor errors. Despite 

inaccuracies, the basic m essage is conveyed.  

 

7-9 

Generally accurate and secure in gram m ar, syntax and m orphology with som e 

lapses. Accuracy less secure when m ore com plex language is at tem pted. Uses a 

good range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure, which are for the m ost  part  

appropriate to the task. At tem pts at  m ore am bit ious st ructures not  always 

successful. Generally a secure grasp of tense concept / t im e reference. Manipulates 

language to suit  the task at  hand, however with som e errors. A wide range of 

vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure m ay com pensate for a lower level of accuracy. 

Generally easy to read despite the errors.  

10-12 

Predom inant ly accurate:  free of all but  m inor errors in gram m ar, syntax and 

m orphology. Uses a wide range of vocabulary, idiom  and st ructure appropriate to 

the task with very lit t le or no repet it ion. Excellent  use of tense concept / t im e 

reference. Excellent  exam ples of subordinat ion and appropriate use of m ore 

com plex st ructures. Clear abilit y to m anipulate language with a high degree of 

accuracy to suit  the purpose. Very pleasant  to read, though not  necessarily 

fault less.  

13-15 
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